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The Rocky Mountains have friends in high places. And, 
you can be one of them by stopping by the Friendsô gift 
shops located in Parks Canada Information Centres.   
 
When you shop with us, you are helping our parks! 

 
We are proud to be a partner with Parks Canada in the 
protection and interpretation of the mountain parks. 
Proceeds from sales are used to support programs, 
publications, research and projects.  
 
At the Friends of Jasperôs eco-award-winning gift shop, 
youôll find a great selection of Canadian Rockies books 
and maps.  You can also pick up Canadian made gifts, 
environmentally responsible products and nature-
inspired souvenirs.  
 
Located in the historic Jasper National Park Information 
Centre.  Open daily from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 9 a.m. to 
9 p.m. from June 10 to Sept 5 . 

Summer is here and itôs time to get outdoors and     

explore this great national park.  We know that itôs easy 

to get distracted by our beautiful scenery, but if you are 

driving a vehicle, it can also be dangerous. So, here are 

a few tips for the safety of yourself, your passengers 

and the wildlife that call Jasper home. 

  

How to DRIVE FOR WILDLIFE: 

SCAN the highway ahead from side to side. 

LOOK for animal movement or shining eyes at night. 

When you see ONE animal, WATCH for others. 

STAY very alert. 

OBEY posted speed limits.  Reduced speed zones 

indicate wildlife crossing areas (these areas are likely 

your best chance for seeing wildlife). 

PAY special attention during dawn and dusk. 

PULL over safely in designated rest areas. 

Friends of Jasper volunteer, Art Jackson  

reminds us that 70 Km/hour zones are 

in place to protect wildlife. 
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Jasperõs Raven Totem Pole 
Contributed by Lori Dowling of Parks Canada 

For 94 years, a magnificent Haida totem 
pole stood proudly near Jasperôs railway 
line. It was an important Jasper landmark 
and a colourful reminder of the commu-
nityôs early railway history. Unfortunately, 
many years of weather caused structural 
damage to the pole. Parks Canada     
conservation specialists attempted to 
save it but the massive wooden carving 
was beyond repair. It became a public 
safety hazard and the beautiful totem was 
taken down in April 2009. 
 
When the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway 
opened a northern rail route across the 
mountains to Prince Rupert in 1914,   
totem poles were a popular feature of the 
route. As part of its promotions, the    
railway company acquired some fine 
Haida poles for its Prince Rupert and 
Jasper stations. Jasper, the ñGateway to 
the Pacific Northwestò received an      
extraordinary raven totem pole. 
 
The original pole was carved by a master 
carver in the Queen Charlotte Islands 
sometime in the 1870s-80s. The large 
raven figure signals the familyôs        
membership within the Raven clan of 
Haida society.  
 
 
 

Information Update: 
 

¶ In January 2010, the Raven Totem 

Pole was transported to Vancou-
ver to have the lead paint        
removed.  

¶ In May 2010, the Raven totem 

pole will begin its tour from      
Vancouver to Jasper undertaking 
a series of educational and      
outreach stops in urban and rural 
communities.  

¶ The Raven totem pole will return 

to Jasper in mid June, 2010. On 
June 16, the community of Jasper 
will bid a fond farewell to the totem 
pole as it leaves the town for the 
final time and commences its  
journey back to Old Massett for 
the final repatriation ceremony on 
June 21, 2010.  

¶ Parks Canada has commissioned 

a new totem pole for Jasper.  The 
Haida have chosen the carvers 
and work has begun on the new 
pole. The final carving of the pole 
will take place in Jasper as part of 
an ñAboriginal Carver in Resi-
denceò public education event 
during the summer of 2010.  

¶ A totem pole raising ceremony will 

take place in Jasper in the late 
summer or fall of 2010. 

Celebrate biodiversity by entering the 
2010 Robert Bateman Get to Know    
Contest!  
 
Launched on Earth Day, April 22, the 
contest is open to all young Canadians 
aged 19 or younger. Youth are invited to 
"get to know" local plants and animals 
and then submit works of art, writing, or 
photography to the contest for a chance 
to win wild prizes ï including a week-long 
stay at Waterton-Glacier International 
Peace Park. 
 
The Robert Bateman Get to Know      
Program has been inspiring connections 
between children and nature in the     
outdoors for over a decade. 
 
Acclaimed artist and naturalist Robert 
Bateman believes that having students 
learn local species' names and character-

istics will create increased awareness 
and understanding of wildlife, which will in 
turn instil increased empathy for the well-
being of our wild neighbours. In short, he 
wants to facilitate young people connect-
ing with nature because this is an       
important first step towards raising a  
generation who will care for the Earth's 
well-being. 
 
The theme of the Get to Know Program is 
"Connect. Create. Celebrate." These 
words articulate their mission to foster 
connections to nature through the     
creative arts ï and to celebrate the     
fantastic work being done by youth in 
response to the environment and the 
need to understand and value nature. 
 
For more information about the program 
and contest, visit www.gettoknow.ca.  
 

The Get To Know Wolf  (and similar products) 

are available in the Friendsô gift shop. 

Summerhill Pyramid Winery 

has launched a series of    

organic wines in collaboration 

with Robert Batemanôs Get to 

Know program: Premium 

wines, for a significant cause!  

The Winery will donate a    

portion of sales to help support 

nature education for youth.  

 

The raven totem pole was a landmark in 

Jasper for 94 years before being removed 

in 2009. A new totem pole will be raised in 

the summer//fall of 2010. 

Get To Know Your Wild Neighbours...With Robert Bateman 

http://www.gettoknow.ca/about/bateman.php
http://www.gettoknow.ca/
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Do you Want to Volunteer? 
 
Volunteering at the Jasper Bird Banding Station has its many rewards including learning how to identify local birds,   
gaining skills to safely remove birds from mist-nets, and working with a fun group of people in a beautiful location.    
However, the reward comes with a commitment in the form of early mornings.   Also, the more days you spend at the 
station, the more you will experience and learn.  If you are interested in being on our volunteer list, please email Brenda 
Shepherd at Brenda.Shepherd@pc.gc.ca. 

MAPS Bird Banding Station Returns for 6th Season 
Contributed by Brenda Shepherd 

Species  Number  Species  Number  

Alder Flycatcher  4 Magnolia Warbler  1 

American Redstart  1 MacGillivray Warbler  2 

American Robin  2 Myrtle Warbler  3 

Black -capped Chickadee 7 Orange-crowned Warbler  14 

Blackpoll Warbler  1 Oregon Junco 2 

Boreal Chickadee  2 Pine Sisken  3 

Calliope Hummingbird  1 Ruby-crowning Kinglet  4 

Clay -coloured Sparrow  1 Red-naped Sapsucker  1 

Cedar Waxwing  2 Rufus Hummingbird  1 

Chipping Sparrow  2 Song  Sparrow  1 

Common Yellowthroat  6 Swainsonõs Thrush 19 

Dark -eyed Junco 1 Tennessee Warbler  1 

Golden-crowing Kinglet  2 Warbling Vireo  4 

Hermit Thrush  2 Wilsonõs Warbler 36 

Least Flycatcher  2 White -throated Sparrow  9 

Lincoln Sparrow  16     

The Jasper Bird Banding Station was another roaring success in 2009 and we are revving 
up for another great season -- our sixth! Our station is part of a network of over 500 banding 
sites across North America, run by volunteers.  The information gained from these stations 
is collected each year during the breeding season.  The data are coordinated annually by 
the Institute for Bird Populations (www.birdpop.org/).    
 
 
2009 Results 
 
In 2009, 25 committed volunteers helped out over 6 banding days between June and     
August to collect important data on the survival and productivity of birds.  That is, who    
survives to be captured in subsequent years and how many young birds are produced at the 
site.  We banded 126 new birds and recaptured 52 birds that were banded in previous 
years.  Over ¼ of our birds had survived at least one winter to return to the breeding 
grounds and we captured 48 birds that were at least three years old.   Here are our results: 

Getting up close and personal with song-

birds at Pyramid Lake. 

For information about other Canadian Rockies Friends groups,  
visit www.friendsinhighplaces.ca 

http://www.birdpop.org/
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Vignettes from the Wild : A  

Picture Says A Thousand Words 
 
Thereôs only one way to tell the difference    
between adult male and female Bald Eagles: 
their size. And itôs not often that youôll find them 
perched together as I did recently. 
 
Female eagles, like all female raptors, are about 
30% larger than he is and mate for life ï sheôs 
sitting on his right side. 
 
Now, I know it is bad form, but when you spend 
as much time as I do watching birds, you canôt 
help but anthropomorphise once in awhile. 
 
From their body language, it was obvious to me 
that this couple had had a tiff. Whatever it was 
about, he obviously decided it was better to 
take-off and give her some space. Good job on 
his part, because she was angry! 
 
Since then, theyôve resolved the matter and are 
now happily nesting ï details to follow. 

 

Story and photos contributed by Anne Williams. 

Anne is the Jasper Naturalist and can be 

reached at info@jaspernaturalist.com when 

sheôs not  rambling around Jasper National Park.  

The View From The Board 
Contributed by Penny Bayfield, Co-Chairperson 

I have been away from Jasper for 2 
months, regrettably neglecting my       
position on the Board.  I just got off the 
phone with my husband who is heading 

to Marmot Basin.  I'm in suburban      
Toronto, looking out at a drizzly day,  
wondering why I have, once again, left  
beautiful Jasper. 
 
I am working in the Canadian office of the 
international, non-profit, emergency  
medical organization Doctors Without 
Borders/ Médecins Sans Frontières 
(MSF).  A few years ago I spent a year 
with MSF   working in a hospital in   Africa 
in an area with many internally displaced 
persons (IDPs) . This time I'm helping 
organize an awareness campaign about 
the 42 million IDPs  and refugees    
uprooted by wars around the world. Many 
of these people live in over-crowded,  
unhealthy, and   dangerous camps.  (So 
really, living in  suburban Toronto for 5 
months is not so bad.) 
 
The  awareness campaign  will travel 
around central Canada with a football-
field sized mock refugee camp, along with 
25 experienced MSF doctors, nurses and 
logisticians acting as tour guides, 8 full 
time staff, and numerous volunteers.  We 

expect 15,000 people (many of them  
students) will take a 60-minute guided 
tour of the camp.  Visitors will experience 
what it is like to live in a refugee camp, 
visiting stations depicting shelter, food 
distribution, sanitation, landmines, health 
care, malnutrition and cholera treatment. 
 
This is the first time I have organized a 
project of this scale. We have a sizable 
budget, full time staff, interns, many   
vo lun teers ,  a  communica t ions             
department, a web specialist, a large 
fundraising department, and so on.  That 
said, with only 3 weeks left until we go on 
tour, I am wondering if we will be ready.  
This project has given me increased   
respect and admiration for our "little" 
Friends of Jasper organization and all the 
amazing projects and programs Sue, 
Heather, the staff, board, and volunteers 
have accomplished with comparatively 
limited resources.  
 
See you all in a few months! 
Penny 

A special moment that Penny enjoyed 

during her time with Médecins Sans 

Fronti¯res in C¹te dôIvoire, Africa. 

mailto:info@jaspernaturalist.com
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=1012219&id=882450295
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Heading to Banff this summer?   

Tune into the Friends of Banff -Park Radio  to learn more about the park and special events 

taking place in the area at FM 101.1 or streamed live on www.friendsofbanff.com. 

Get Your Hands Dirty on the Trails This Summer 

Friends of Jasper volunteers take part in 

trail restoration. Get involved this summer! 

¶ As recommended by the flower-

lovers, the Athabasca River-side 
section of the Overlander Trail will 
become "hiker-only".  New signage 
will be placed to communicate the 
change. 

¶ New kiosks will be placed in the 

valley, complete with regional trail-
maps and information. 

 
And, finally, some members of the Jasper 
Trails Project Working Group will continue 
to assist in prioritizing the implementation 
of the trail plan. The structure and role of 
this group is in the works. 
  
Want to get involved? The Friends will be 
coordinating volunteer trail days through-
out the summer that will give you the op-
portunity to get your hands dirty and make 
a difference in Jasper National Park. Con-
tact volunteers@friendsofjasper.com for 
more information or to sign up for these 
opportunities.  

Well, the trail season is upon us once 
again!  Anxious hikers, bikers, runners 
and horse riders are set to hit the trails 
and take in the sensory overload offered 
by Jasper's amazing trail network. 
 
Last season, the Jasper Trails Project 
Working Group, with Parks Canada, 
wrapped up their volunteer efforts by 
finalizing the Three Valley Confluence 
Trail Network Plan.  Over the next     
several years, recommendations from 
the approved plan will become a reality 
on our valley trails. 
 
Here is a snapshot of some of the 
changes you will see this season: 
 

¶ A 2 km trail through the Whistler 

Campground will be constructed.  
This will provide opportunities for 
interpretation and will connect to 
the Wapiti Trail, bringing campers 
into town. 

Friends of Jasper 
National Park 

Annual General Meeting 
  

Amethyst Hotel 
Tuesday, June 15 

7pm 
 

Wine & Cheese 
Guest Speaker 

Door Prizes 
Board Elections 

 
Interested in becoming 

a board member?  
Contact Sue, Gord or 
Marci for information. 

 

NEW! Jasperõs Self-Guided Walking Tour 

collaborative effort with the Jasper Tourism Destination Marketing Corporation, 

the Jasper-Yellowhead Museum and Archives, Where magazine and local art-

ists. By working together, we have created a better publication than we ever 

imagined.    

 

Starting at the Heritage Railway Station, slow down your pace and step back in 

time to hear classic stories about our community.  Learn how the railway and  

national park have shaped our identity and how living within nature has created 

the dynamic and friendly town of Jasper.  

 

Where ever you are staying, itôs not far to the start of this tour. Pick up a free 

Walk in the Past self-guided tour at the Information Centre.  

Want to learn more about Jasperôs history 

but canôt make our regularly-scheduled 

Walk in the Past programs? Well, the 

Friends have a solution for you! 

 

As announced in the last issue of Nature 

Calls, the Friends have created a self-

guided walking tour of Jasperôs historic 

downtown.  What started as a small side 

project has now turned into an exciting  

An early view of the town of 

Jasper.   (JYMA PA18-17) 

http://www.friendsofbanff.com
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Hiking With Mr. Jung 
Contributed by Rachel Hendricks 

Iôve been living in South Korea for about 
two months now and I still donôt know 
how to say ñexcuse meò in Korean.  Of all 
things, one of the first words I learned 
was ñpine tree.ò Helpful? Not really, but 
somehow fitting for a Jasper-raised girl 
such as myself, I think. 
 
When I first met my Korean co-teacher, I 
mentioned that I had lived in the      
mountains and liked hiking. It was one of 
many offhand and grammatically-simple 
remarks I made after she picked me up at 
the bus station. I suspect she quickly 
spread the word around Dongwha Middle 

School, however, because it was only 
days later that another teacher asked me 
to go ñmountain climbing.ò 
 
So on a seasonally-warm Sunday in 
March, I hopped on a bus to meet Mr. 
Jung. I knew I was to meet him and his 
friend at 9am at the bus terminal in a 
nearby city called Chuncheon. What I 
didnôt know was when my bus would  
arrive and when I could see nothing but 
rice fields at 8:50am I got worried. Mr. 
Jung called me on my cell. 
 
ñHi Rachel. Coming?ò 
 
ñUh, yes but Iôm still on bus.ò 
 
ñChuncheon?ò 
 
ñUh, 10 minutes.ò 
 
ñYes.ò Click. I arrived 20 minutes later. 
 
My first impression of the trail was that it 
was busy. Like so many ants, hundreds 
of well-outfitted hikers marched up the 
sharp inclines of Mt. Geombong in long 
processions. But it wasnôt long before Mr. 
Jung found a quiet route on a trail nearly 
overgrown with brush. 

For hours we hiked though the trees. 
Every ridge looked the same and the path 
was barely discernable, but Mr. Jung led 
confidently ahead. Every so often he 
would stop abruptly and point to some 
plant or tree, like a woody vine wrapped 
around a pine tree like a scarf. 
 
ñRachel, this is tara,ò and he would then 
pull out his cell phone to find the transla-
tion. ñKiwi.ò 
 
Mr. Jung and I have very little in common. 
Heôs a married middle-aged man with 
children my age. And yet, since that first 
hike, Mr. Jung has invited me to join him 
on several occasions. Heôs invited me to 
meet his family and looks out for me at 
school. Itôs a friendship I didnôt expect. 
And one that began over a shared love 
for nature. 

Rachel and Mr. Jung enjoy some of the 

sights (and the occasional hike) in South 

Korea. 

 

Rachel has worked for the Friends in 

various capacities for the past couple of 

years and is a regular newsletter       

contributor. She is currently away on a 

teaching adventure in South Korea and 

graciously shares stories along her   

personal journey.  

J.B. Harkin 
Father of Canadaõs National Parks 

In honour of the 125th Anniversary of 
National Parks in Canada, the Friends 
are proud to carry a new book in their gift 
shop about J.B. Harkin, the ñFatherò of 
Canadaôs National Parks. 
 
Many of Canadaôs superb national parks 
owe their existence to James Bernard 
Harkin (1875-1955), the first commis-
sioner of Canadaôs new Dominion Parks 
Branch in 1911. Ted Hart follows Harkinôs 
career from his apprenticeship in the  
Department of the Interior to his          
retirement in 1936, and presents Harkin  
as a major force in early Canadian parks 
and wildlife conservation. He supported 
Canadian wildlife conservation at its   
inception, created the worldôs first park 
service, and developed major park     
policies.  
 
It seems strange that a man who played a 
key role  in establishing a legacy for   
future generations on issues of conserva-

tion, recreation, historic site preservation, 
and tourism should be relatively unknown 
today. But perhaps not, for we are more 

accustomed to our heroes being actors, 
sports stars, generals, and scientists, not 
government bureaucrats.  
 
Conservationists, serious history enthusi-
asts, and those with an interest in Can-
adaôs National Parks will enjoy this biog-
raphy of a multifaceted and significant 
individual.  
 
About the Author 
 
E.J. (Ted) Hart currently resides in Banff, 
Alberta, where he is Director Emeritus 
and Head Archivist at the Whyte Museum 
of the Canadian Rockies. 
 
The Book 
 
The book is currently available for $34.95 
in the Friends of Jasper National Park gift 
shop  o r  by ma i l  o rder  a t                       
giftshop@friendsofjasper.com. 
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Spring/Summer Programs & Events  

Early Birds Birdwatching Program ð Sundays, 7:30am, May and June 

Get out and enjoy some of Jasperôs best birding habitats with a Friends of Jasper National 

Park volunteer. Whether youôre a beginner birder or looking to add a lifer to your list, our 

hikes are a great way to familiarize yourself with the park, meet others who share your    

interests, and see the birds that grace our forests each spring. Meet at the Friends of Jasper 

office at 415 Connaught Drive. Donations appreciated.  

 
Jasper...A Walk in the Past  

Nightly, 7:30pm,  June to September 

Take a step back in time and discover the characters that helped shape Jasper National 

Park and the mountain town of Jasper. This 1.5 hour historical tour of town takes participants on a personal journey into the past 

through a variety of stories about the people, places and events that have made Jasper what it is today. Pick up your free tickets at 

the Friends of Jasper gift shop. Space is   limited. Donations appreciated.   

For your own self-guided tour, pick up a copy at the Information Centre. 

 

Junior Naturalist ð Wednesday through Sunday, 5pm, July and August 

This exciting environmental awareness program helps young visitors gain an understanding of the natural world and their important 

role in helping to protect it. Through a variety of hands-on activities and adventures, children (aged 6-10) can get out, get active, and 

learn more about the outdoors. Sign up at the Whistlers campground amphitheatre. Spaced is  limited. Donations appreciated. 

 

Hiking Club ð Wednesdays, July and August 

Are you new to the area and/or want to meet other people interested in hiking? The group will tackle a different trail around the park 

each week. Please check the Friends of Jasper store for locations, times (vary each week) and sign-up sheets. Space is limited. 

Please note: This is not an interpretive hike. 

 

Full Moon Hikes ð May 27, June 26, July 26, August 24 and September 23 

Explore nature after dark with your Friends. A volunteer guide will bring you to one of their favourite places in the park to enjoy the 

night sky and the full moon. Youôll learn about the stars, nocturnal animals and things that go bump in the night while enjoying a 

moonlit hike. Advance tickets can be picked up at the Friends of Jasper store. Space is limited. Donations appreciated. 

 

Volunteer Trail Days ð Dates TBA 

Every now and then the park needs a little help from its Friends. Meet new people and learn more about the park while showing it 

that you care. Volunteer trail project days will take place throughout the summer. Contact volunteers@friendsofjasper.com for infor-

mation. 

 

Special Events 
 

Parks DayðFree admission into Canadaôs National Parks on Saturday 

Friday, July 16 (evening) and Saturday, July 17 (10am to 3pm) 

All across the country Canadians will be celebrating the importance of our parks and historic 

sites and, in Jasper, your Friends will be hosting the party.  Kick the weekend off with an evening 

of music and art followed by a day of free guided hikes, climbing wall, barbecue, interpretive 

displays, cultural events and childrenôs activities that take place throughout the park.  Join us as 

a volunteer or be our guest .  Details at www.friendsofjasper.com  

 

Wildlife FestivalðAugust 28 and 29 

Thereôs a lot more to Jasperôs wildlife than what you can see from the road!  Parks Canada, 

community organizations and  businesses are collaborating to provide special weekend pack-

ages along with wildlife presentations, events and hands-on learning opportunities.  



How to find your Friends  

Gift Shop in the Information Centre at 

500 Connaught Dr. (  780.852.4341  

 

Office Pink Stone Building at 415 

Connaught Dr. (  780.852.4767 

 

P.O. Box 992 

Jasper, AB 

T0E 1E0  Canada 

Fax: 780.852.4799 

Email: friends@friendsofjasper.com 

The Friends of Jasper National 

Park is a non -profit organization 

which exists to promote 

appreciation, understanding and 

respect for the natural history  

and cultural heritage of  

Jasper National Park.  

 

***  

 

Nature Calls  is published by the 

Friends of Jasper National Park.  

 

***  

 

The Friends of Jasper National 

Parkõs environmental award-

winning gift shop is located in the 

Jasper Park Information Centre.  

 

Open Daily 9 to 5  

June 10 to  Sept. 5 open 9 to 9  

www.friendsofjasper.com 

Thank You For Being a Friend 

Membership/Donation Form 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________ 

     _______________________________________________________ 

E-mail: _________________________________________________________         

                                                      

* If you provide your e-mail address, we will send your newsletters electronically.  

** We respect your privacy and do not sell or share our membership list.  

 

Types of membership: 

__ $10 Associate (non-voting)                    Totals: 

__ $20 Individual Member                                 $_______Membership 

__ $40 Family Membership                       $_______ Donation     

__ $500 Individual Lifetime Member   

 

__ $30 Non-profit Corporate Membership           $_______Total enclosed 

__ $100 Corporate Membership          

__ $500 Circle of Friends Corporate Membership 

 

Ǐ    I would like to learn more about Friends of Jasper volunteer opportunities.  

Ǐ    Iôm interested in including Friends of Jasper National Park in my will. 

When you donate to the Friends of Jasper 

National Park: 

Ý You receive a charitable tax receipt. 

Ý You can have a gift card or acknowl-

edgement sent. 

Ý You can tell us where youôd like to see 

your money used, i.e. 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for helping Friends make a   

difference in Jasper National Park! 

V Educational Programs 

V Restorative or Interpretive 

Projects 

Become a Member or Make a Donation 

 

Email: friends@friendsofjasper.com     

In Person: Purchase your membership at our gift shop in the Information Centre 

By Mail: Complete the section below and send it to us with your payment 


